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WE NEED A MIRACLE!
Big changes in store
Before we get to the usual updates we

time ministry” - We are in ministry here, but

have some big changes to announce. Due to

our role is to help the Gray’s in their ministry.

our desire to start full-time ministry, the lack

We have enjoyed learning from the Gray’s

of current support, and the timing of

and their leadership and friendship has been

everything, we’ve decided to move back to

wonderful, but our role has been to teach

the United States in the beginning of

English. We’ve discovered over the past

October in order for Christina to start

months that teaching English is not one of

schooling at Liberty University in the Spring

our gifts and we are ready to move into a

of 2009. WOW! It’s crazy I know! Let me try

ministry where we have the control to decide

and summarize and then at the end of our

how we will minister and try and push

update, we’ll post a bunch of questions and

ministry to the next generation in a new

answers.

direction.

So I will take each bit of that statement
and break it down. “Our desire to start full-

www.reedsinjapan.com

“the lack of current support” - our
support has never been great, but currently,
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we have about $2000 in debt (before

Steve Baughn

shipping and plane ticket costs) that has
been building from the lack of

A Place to Live/Work

supporters fulfilling their commitment.

As we move in Oct. we will
need a place to live and a way
to pay for it. We’d like for
Christina to not have to work,
so Matt needs a job that can
cover all of our living
expenses.

We would like to stay in Japan longer
than October, but looking at the current
trend, we’ll just be piling on the debt.
We’d like to take this opportunity to
thank ALL of you who’ve given and
sacrificed to pour into our ministry. We
can’t thank you enough. Also, we’d like

Shido Church

to ask you who can give to keep giving
even when we return to the United
States in order to eliminate the negative
beyond that will go towards our “one-

We enjoyed many good meals
with our chairman and his wife!

time” costs of moving to Japan as

August)! In July, we spent the last two

career missionaries.

weeks renovating the Takamatsu

balance in our account and every penny

“the timing” - Christina feels like the

Christian Center with the short-term

Lord is leading her into college for the

team that came from California.

first time ever with a desire to study and

Everyone hammered, painted, sweat,

understand the Word of God. Being here

and even bled for that project, but it

has really given her a desire to better

came out much better than before. The

know the Bible and in order for her to

second week in August we took off for

jump right in, we’d like for her to start in

TEAM Japan’s Annual conference in

the Spring. Also, as mentioned above,

Karuizawa. I got to drive all across

staying longer at this point would do us

Japan as Mike and I traded off on the 11

more harm than good.

hour trip.

On with the regularly scheduled
updates!
So, now that that’s out of the way,

At Annual Conference we got to
meet and hear from many interesting
missionaries and see their ministries.

we’d like to tell you what we’ve been

The Taylor family, whom we met in

doing for the last two months (our

TEAM training, spent a month with at

apologies for not sending an update in

language school, and who we just love

One of the shy-er Taylor children

PRAYER

The leadership has decided to
start a new church in Shido.
It’s about 40 min away by car
and there are many who now
come from that area. Please
pray for this new ministry
initiative to take off!

A good close to our ministry
Please pray for a good last
month and good close to our
ministry and to all the
friendships that we’ve made
this year.

Stress
Please pray that the Lord will
keep us calm through all these
changes and that we would
completely lean on Him for
guidance and direction. This
has been a hard decision to
make.

Christina and some ladies from conference in deep conversation
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www.reedsinjapan.com reedsinjapan@gmail.com skype:proagg http://twitter.com/reedsinjapan

Page 2

spending time with, were kind enough to

have $25,000 to

put us up for the whole week, saving a ton

raise for one-time

of money on food and housing. We really

expenses. Please,

enjoyed getting to spend time with them
again.
Conference was a lot of meetings on
the future of TEAM, and as the youngest
missionaries present, we felt like our

if you can,
continue to give.

Why do you
have a debt?
This current

opinion was really valued. Some of the

debt is a lack of

business meetings we halfway slept

support.

through, but it was a positive experience
overall.
After conference, we spent a week in
Tokyo, a day in Osaka, and 3 days in Kobe

Unfortunately, it
has been building
ever since we got
here. We have no way of earning money here in

Well...Matt will probably get a job working

Japan, so we rely on our supporters to give

as a Web Designer/Developer. However, nothing

each month, and we haven’t had 100% support

is decided yet, and he is open to doing youth

met with some amazing missionaries and

come in each month since we arrived.

ministry. If you know of any options, please let

have most of our pictures on our website

Are you 100% sure you’ll come back
to Japan? I don’t want to give if not. How much will school cost for
Christina?
We’re about 90% sure. That’s as honest as

before returning back to Takamatsu. We

and Facebook. If you have time, please
check them out.
Thank you for reading this far!! We just
want to say thank you and please please
pray for us as we go through another huge
transition in our life. We love you all. Your
partners in the gospel,

Matt & Christina Reed

us know.

we can be. God may lead us somewhere
different after Christina is done with school, but

known as Liberty University’s Willmington

we anticipate coming back.

School of the Bible. Any help is much
appreciated.

So what if I give and you don’t come
Can I help in any way?
back?
In that case, any of the money in our
account will be dispersed within TEAM and will
still go towards world missions.

Where will you live?

Q&A

$5400 for a 2-year certificate program

Absolutely. Of course we need your prayer,
but if you’d like to volunteer anything we haven’t
yet mentioned, please send us an email to
reedsinjapan@gmail.com

We plan to move back to Lynchburg so that

Should I keep giving when you
come back to the US?
YES! We have $2000 that needs to be paid
off and beyond that, we have $1500 or more in
transition costs and when we return career, will

Christina can go to classes rather than have to
learn online. She feels like this will be best for
her learning style. If you have a house or know
of a good place to rent, please let us know.

What will you do for money?

Tokyo: home to over 35 million people of which 1% are Christian
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